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appearance, it is to the village deity that the whole body
of villagers turn for protection. Siva and Vishnu may be
more dignified beings, but the village deity is regarded as
a more present help in trouble, and is more intimately con-
cerned with the happiness and prosperity of the villagers."
The Muhamrnadan community has been divided into:
(a) those who are immigrants from other provinces and
countries, and pure-blooded descendants of such immi-
grants ; (b) those who are the offspring of immigrant men
by Hindu women of the south ; (c) those who are full-
blooded natives of the south, who have been converted to
Islam. Included among the Muhammadans are the Labbais
and Marakkayars of the east coast, and Mappillas (Moplahs)
of the west coast, many of whom are prosperous traders and
boat-owners; the Dudekula cotton-cleaners of the Telugu
country; and the Dayare Muhammadans of Mysore, who
differ from orthodox Muhammadans on a point of belief
concerning the advent of Imam Mahadi. The Dudekulas
are said to have adopted or retained many of the customs
of the Hindus, tying a tali on the bride's neck at weddings,
dressing like Hindus, and giving their children names with
Hindu terminations, e.g. Hussainappa or Roshamma.
The White and Black Jews, as they are commonly
called, are settled in Jew's Town at Mattancheri, adjoining
the British quarter of Cochin. It has been said that, pass-
ing through a native bazar crowded with dark-skinned
Malayalis, one turns off abruptly into a long, narrow street,
where faces as white as those of any northern European
race, but Semitic in every feature, transport one suddenly
in mind to the Jewish quarters at Jerusalem, or rather
perhaps to some ghetto in a Polish city. The circum-
stances under which, and the time when the Jews migrated
to the west coast, are wrapped in obscurity. The Black
Jews believe themselves to be descendants of the first
captivity, who were brought to India, and did not return
with the Israelites who built the second tern nip Tf c^me

